1. Linguistic Classification 

Pero belongs to the Chadic branch of the Afro-Asiatic family. 
Newman 1977 classifies it in the Bole-Tangale branch of the 
West Chadic Branch. Although Jungraithmayr 1978 does not men- 
tion Pero in his classification, presumably he also puts it in 
the Bole-Tangale branch of his West Chadic Proper subgroup. 


2. Geographical Location 

Pero is spoken in northeastern Nigeria, in what is now the 
Gongola State. The villages in which it is the main language 
are Filiya and Gwandum, within a walking distance from each 
other, located 2 7 miles southwest of Biliri. 

The number of people who declared themselves 'Pero' in the 
1963 census was over 20000. But the actual number of Pero 
speakers is much larger, because the above figure does not 
include speakers of the dialect of Pero, called Wurkum, 
spoken in and around the village of Wurkum. The reason for 
non-inclusion of the Wurkum speakers is the fact that in the 
same area there is a Bantu language whose speakers also call 
themselves Wurkum. I have collected some data for the Bantu 
Wurkum and for the Wurkum dialect of Pero. As expected, there 
is absolutely no linguistic connection between the two. There 
are also no data to indicate how many speakers of Wurkum speak 
a dialect of Pero and how many speak the Bantu language. 


